CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF KARNATAKA,

Ce
e

Good Morning CUK'!

ntral Library




> News Headings
Education

Science & Technology

Nutrition and Health
Business, Finance & Marketing

Economic News

Event and Celebration
Art & Architecture
Sports & Cultural

Editorial News







11

EDUCATION

S
e ———

=

Theuseof Alinclassrooms

Manav Subodh
explains the
possible pitfallsand
perks of integrating
artificial intelligence
into education

tdoyou think of when you

W}tiagine asmall government

school in rural India? It might
involve some variations of modest infra-
structure, limited resources and diverse
learning levels across grades. Whatif you
could work within these constraints and
transform this learning environment
completely to make it a space where
students can thrive?

The potential of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) has been knocking on the Indian ed-
ucation ecosystem’s door for a while now.
We must consider the classrooms in ru-
ral India while discussing how and what
toimplement—not just the elite schools
inurban centres. But before we let this
technological revolution enter our class-
rooms, we must be careful to avoid the
many possible pitfalls of thoughtlessly
integrating artificial technology into our
education.

Potentlal misuses of Al

To advocate for Al, one must become
afierce critic and realise that Al can be

misused or mishandled. This is why it

is important to identify these potential
misuses to start a discussion on how to
mitigate them. Let's look at the potential
misuse.

» Data privacy concerns: Due to the
pandemic-induced lockdown in 2020,
digital platforms for education have seen
exponential growth in recent years. But
this also brought an insidious under-
belly—the vulnerability of student data.
In 2021, a leading e-learning platform

in India witnessed a substantial data
breach containing the data of thousands
of students.

If we want to integrate technology into
our classrooms, the first stepis to teach
students how to protect their online
identities, data and information. Schools
need to create curricula with courses on
digital citizenship that teach howtobea
responsible ‘netizen’and exist safely in
this virtual, digital space.

» Over-reliance on automation: We
have all heard stories about students us-
ing generative Al services like ChatGPT
to cheat on school assignments or
plagiarise their homework. We do not
want a learning journey dictated

by algorithms and Al alone.

The goalis not to obfuscate learn-
ing but to empower and supplement it
Even aservice like ChatGPT is useless if
youdon't know how to design and create
a prompt for whatyou need. Thisiswhy
we must teach students and teachers
h_wlouseﬁl tools to learn more crea-
tively and efficiently. These tools can be
incredibly personalised learning aids,
but only if we deploy them thoughtfully.

For example, schools can allow
ChatGPT for project-based learning and

encourage aresearch mindset. Students
can use ChatGPT as a co-pilot but write
their hypotheses and interpretations,
making classroom learning immersive
and fun.

Theright useof Al
® Personalised learning journeys: Al
doesn’'t merely complement traditional
teaching methods; it can also tailor les-
sons and instructions to each student’s
needs and learning styles. Something
even a team of dedicated teachers per
classroom would struggle to achieve.
The outcomes of this can be pro-
found—heightened engagement,
increased compre-
hension, and
aparadigm
shiftin the
educational
experience
for students
whoonce
strug-

within the . N
confinesofcon-

ventional learning

Studies
ies show a positive cor-

relation between the integration
of Al and enhanced academic success.
The evidence is inimproved test scores

and the renewed zeal for learning exhib-
ited by students who have ]
education enrichedby Al tools.

S Addressing ed o1 di
ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁnkbackmﬂmmlmnq'@]
India, where educational opportunies
can be as arid as the surrounding ter-
rairLHere.AIcanbemmeau'ansfm'En-
ative foree that transcends geographical
barriers.

The combined powersof Aland
immersive technologies like AR/VR can
help students access a world-class edu-
cation regardless of location and school.
Students can also access immersive
vocational training and pick up reaHife
skills to help them later in their profes-

sional lives. Think of students tak-
ing a virtual factory floor tour
in their classrooms. Even
science experiments

and virtual science labs can help sohe
» Teacher empowerment: Most impor-
tantly, teachers benefit the most from
ﬂu@ﬁﬂwﬂmbgymtegammm

will allow schools to become 2 haven
of supportive learning. Teachers can
benefit immensely from assistance in
Using chatbots as mentors and digital
assistants can also bring fun to the
classroom.
to strike a delicate balance 1o harness
the power of Al for personalised
learning, teacher support, and
eradicating educational
disparities. This paves
the way for a future
where every
child has ac-
"8 cessandthe
o ¥  opportunity
= to thrive.
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(The author

is the founder of a
social innovation and
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REVA University
celebrates Founder’s D

he Founder’s Day of

REVA University was

held on the occasion of
the birthday of Dr P Shyama
Raju, Chancellor, on January
6,2024, at the campus. Dr
Shyama Raju thanked his
“family, extended family
and REVA community for
the wishes”. He outlined his
vision for REVA - to rank
among the top 500 global
universities. He called on
REVA graduates to be soci-
etal contributors and leaders,
eventually becoming job
providers.

He highlighted the
presentation of awards to dis-
tinguished individuals across
various domains during the
Founder’s Day celebrations

Nambi Narayanan (sea

1 -ﬁ}"?:ﬂa i A

ted) receives

Lifetime Achievement Award from Dr P Shyama Raju
(fourth from left). Also seen (left toright) Dr M Dhanamjaya,

i g
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at REVA University. He

described this tradition asan

annual event for the REVA

family, aiming to recognise

and honour achievers for Sl A e
their noteworthy contribu- 8T Sl

- REVA Lifetime Achieve- L pS M P § ] abEEY  RRATOREN R .

ment Award 2024 was pre- Anant Nag (seated) receives the REVA Lifetime Achievement
sented to Nambi Narayanan,  Award from Dr PShyamaRaju (extremeright). Alsoseen (leftto
scientistand AnantNag,ac-  right) Nambi Narayanan, DrM Dhanamjayaand UmeshSRaju.
tor. TV presenter and actress :

Anushree was awarded the team and Iwere abletomake ~ However, Dr Shyama Raju
REVA Excellence Award. a substantial contributionto  finisheditinjustsix months

Nambi Narayanan's aerospace 50yearsago”. He  withRs24 crores.”

contributions to India’s also praised REVA for Anushree said, “Iam hon-
space programme DH creating acleanand oured to share the stage with
have been invaluable | greencampusunder ~ NambiNarayanan and Anant
and his resilience REVA the guidanceof Chan-  Nag.Dr Shyama Raju’s vision
and dedicationto university # cellor Dr Shyama of giving holistic education
scientific pursuits have ~ Raju. and thereby producing lead-
earned him recognition Anant Nag commended ersisindeed commendable.”
and respect. He said he was Dr ShyamaRajuforhisvision. ~ Theeventwas presided
fortunate to have collaborat-  of giving back to thecommu-  over by Dr Shyama Raju.

ed with scientific luminaries  nity. Herecalled Dr Shyama REVA University’s Pro Chan-
suchasProf UR Rao,DrAPJ  Raju’s contribution for the cellor Umesh S Raju, Vice
Abdul Kalam, Prof Satish completion of the Mekhri Chancellor Dr M Dhanam-
Dhawan and Dr Vikram Circle project. “The budget jaya, trustees, faculty and staff
Sarabhai. “I am fortunate, allocated was Rs 118 crores were present.
with limited resources, my and time given was one year. Curated by DH Brandspot
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First US lunar lander in over
50 yrs rockets toward Moon
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Propels space
race among
private
companies

CAPE CANAVERAL (US), AP/PTI

he first US lunarlanderin
| more than 50 yearsrock-

eted toward the Moon
on Monday, launching private
companies on a space race to
make deliveries for Nasa and
other customers.

Astrobotic Technology’s
lander caughtarideonabrand
new rocket, United Launch
Alliance’s Vulcan. The Vulcan
streaked through the Flori-
da predawn sky, putting the
spacecraft on a roundabout
route to the Moon that should
culminate with an attempted
landing on February 23.

“So, so, so excited. We are
on our way to the Moon!” As-
trobotic chief executive John
Thornton said. The Pittsburgh
company aims to be the first
private business to successfully

The brand new rocket, United Launch Alliance’s Vulcan

Centaur, lifts off from Cape Canaveral Space Force Stationin
Florida on Sunday. AFp

land on the Moon, something
onlyfour countries haveaccom-
plished. Buta Houstoncompany
alsohasalanderreadytofly,and
could beatittothelunarsurface,
taking amore direct path. “First
to launch. First to land is TBD,”
tobe determined, Thorntonnot-
ed. Nasagave the twocompanies
millionstobuildandflytheirown
lunar landers. The space agen-
cy wants the privately owned
landers to scope out the place
before astronauts arrive while

delivering Nasatechandscience

experimentsaswellas oddsand
endsforother customers. Astro-
botic’scontract forthePeregrine
lander: $108 million. .
The space agency’s new Ar-
temis program looks to return
astronauts to the Moon’s sur-
face within the next few years.
First will be a lunar fly-around
with four astronauts, possibly
before the end of the year.
However, the historicmission
was facing potential failure due

REACHING THESTARS

m Peregrine lander is sup-
posed to land on the Moon
on February 23.

m A soft landing on the
Moon has been accom-
plished only by few na-
tional space agencies: the
Soviet Union was first, in
1966, followed by the US,
which is still the only coun-
try to put people on the
Moon. China successfully
landed three times, while
India was the most recent
to achieve the feat onits
second attempt, last year.

to technical issues. Teams at
ground control found they were
unable to point the spacecraft
correctly at the sun, necessary
for its top-mounted solar pan-
el to achieve maximum power
generation for Peregrine’s sys-
tems. “The team believes that
the likely cause of the unstable
sun-pointing is a propulsion
anomaly that, if proven true,
threatens the ability of the
spacecraft to soft land on the
Moon,” Astrobotic tweeted.




Conference on
recent advanced
bio-nano composites
begins at GU

v

KALABURAGI, DHNS

echnology should be

I cheaper and affordable

to the underprivileged

and farmers, said Karnata-

ka State Higher Education

Council Vice-Chairman S R
Niranjan.

Addressing the inaugural

session of a two-day interna-

tional conference on ‘Recent:

advanced bio-nano compos-
ites for enhancing human
health’ organised at Gulbarga
University here on Monday,
he said that people will not
make a note of the technology
if it is costly and complex due
to the poverty in the country.
Stating that India has made
great achievement in the field
of science and technology, he
stressed the need to continue
the advancements.

Pointing out that the agri-
culture sector is benefiting
from the accomplishments in
science and technology which
give new ideas and solutions
to combat severe problems;

fewer contaminant nano-for-

riculture with the advent of
-nano-technology. -
“Agriculture acts as the pri-
mary pillar of the developing
economy and provides food
forabetterlife. This sector has
been facing many challenges
including unpredictable cli-

| mate change and contamina-
| tion of soil with various harm-
| ful environmental pollutants

A - o

| like fertilisers and pesticides.

he said that more efficientand

mulations are continuously
— produced for sustainable ag-

ust be
ffordable to poor’

Karnataka Sta Higher Education Council Vice-Chairman SR

iR A
Hi

Niranjan inaugurates a two-day international conferencein
| GulbargaUniversity on Monday.pHPHOTO

Therefore, more innovative
technologies are immediate-
ly needed to overcome these
issues. Nano-technology
has contributed to the
agro-technological revolu-
tion,” he said. -

He said that the farmers
need to grow crops in less
time and good assortments
in hybrids have reduced the
harvesting cycle for many
crops, resulting in good yield.
Nano-materials in agriculture
reduce the amount of chemi-
cal products sprayed and min-
imise nutrient losses in fertilis-
ationapart fromincreasing the
yield through optimised water
and nutrient management, he
added.

“Nano-technology has great
promise in manipulating
things at the atomic level to
change many parts of medical
treatment like diagnosis, mon-
itoring for diseases, operating
equipment, developing vaccine
and medication delivery, But,
it should serve the society by
reaching to the common man.
Modernisation and industri-
alisation of agriculture sector
along with higher investment

into it and legislative support

are much significant,” he ex-
plained.

Emphasising the need to
provide quality education to
the students, he said that this

will pave the way for proper
research and innovations.

Delivering the key-note ad-
dress, Haryana Amity Institute
of Bio-technology Director Ra-
jendra Prasad said that fungal
infections constitute a signif-
icant and evolving aspect of
human health, presenting
diverse challenges. Ranging
from superficial skin condi-
tions to life-threatening sys-
temic disease, these infections
are caused by various fungi
including yeasts, moulds and
dermatophytes, he added.

“Understanding the diverse
nature of these infections,
addressing challenges like
anti-fungal resistance and ad-
vancing research for innova-
tive treatments are essential
components in safeguard-
ing human health from the
complexities posed by fungal
pathogens. Prevention and
early diagnosis are pivotal in-
addressing fungal infections
especially in high-risk popula-
tions,” he opined.

University of Bradford
Prof Shirley Condon, British
Council Higher Education
Programmes Head Rajendra
Tripathi, Gulbarga University
Vice-Chancellor Dayanand Ag-
sar, syndicate member Raghav-
endra Bairappa and academic

councilmember T Sankarappa
were present. '

----------------------------------------------



Dark corners ofthe Web offer a
olimpse at Al's nefarious future

STUART A THOMPSON

enthe Louisiana parole

board met in October

to discuss the potential

release of a convicted

murderer, it called on

a doctor with years of

experience in mental health to talk about

the inmate.

The parole board was not the only group
paying attention.

A collection of online trolls took screen-
shots of the doctor from an online feed of
her testimony and edited the images with
artificial intelligence tools to make her ap-

pear naked. They then shared the manipu-
lated fileson4chan, ananonymous message
board known for fostering harassment and
spreading hateful content and conspiracy
theories.

Itwasone of numeroustimesthat people
on 4chan had used new Al-powered tools
suchasaudioeditorsand image generators
to spread racist and offensive content about
people who hadappeared before the parole
board, according to Daniel Siegel, a grad-
uate student at Columbia University who
researches how Al is being exploited for
malicious purposes. Siegel chronicled the
activity on the site for several months.

The manipulated images and audio
have not spread far beyond the confines of
4chan, Siegel said. But experts who moni-
tor fringe message boards said the efforts
offered a glimpse at how nefarious internet
users could employ sophisticated Al tools
tosupercharge online harassmentand hate
campaigns in the months and years ahead.

Callum Hood, head of research at the
Centre for Countering Digital Hate, said
fringe sites such as 4chan — perhaps the
most notorious of them all—often gave
early warning signs for how new tech-
nology would be used to project extreme
ideas. Those platforms, he said, are filled
with young people who are “very quick
to adopt new technologies” such as Al to
“project their ideology back into main-
stream spaces.”

Those tactics, he said, are often
adopted by some users on more popular
online platforms.

Hereare several problemsresulting from
Altools thatexperts discovered on4chan—
and what regulators and technology com-
pamies are doing about them.

Artificial Images & Al Pornography
Altools suchas Dall-E and Midjourney gen-

eratenovelimages fromsimple text descrip-
tions. Butanewwave of Alimage generators
are made for the purpose of creating fake
pornography, including removing clothes
from existing images.

“Theycanuse Altojustcreate animage of
exactlywhat theywant,” Hood said of online
hateand misinformation campaigns.

There is no federal law banning the crea-
tonoffakeimagesof people, leaving groups
such as the Louisiana parole board scram-
bling to determine what can be done. The
board opened an investigation in response
to Siegel's findings on 4chan.

“Any images that are produced portray-
ing uurboardmembefsorany parucipants
in our hearings in a negative manner, we
would definitely take issue with."said Francis
Abbott, executive director of the Louisiana
BoardofPardonsand Committeeon Parole.
“Butwe do have to operate within the law,
andwhetherit's againstthelaw ornot—that
has to be determined by somebody else . II-
linois expanded its law governing revenge
pornographytoallow targets of nonconsen-
e e e

ators or distributors. California Vireini
andNew York have also passed lawsbanning

the distribution or crearion of Al-generated

Pomography without consent.

Cloning Voices
te last year, Eleve

released nl.abs, an Al company,

t could create 2 convine-

i Ir}.‘..

=0 L]
- 7 bl
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ing digital replica of someone’s voice saying
anything typed into the program.

Almost assoon asthe tool went live, users
on 4chan circulated clips of a fake Emma
Watson, a British actor, reading Adolf Hit-
ler's manifesto, Mein Kampf,

Using content from the Louisiana parole
board hearings, 4chan users have since
shared fake clips of judges uttering offen-
sive and racist commentsabout defendants.
Many ofthe clipswere generated by Eleven-
Labs’tool, according to Siegel, who used an
Alvoiceidentifier developed by ElevenLabs
to investigate their origins.

ElevenLabs rushed to impose limits,
including requiring users to pay before
they could gain access to voice-cloning
tools. But the changes did not seem to slow
the spread of Al-created voices, experts
said. Scores of videos using fake celebrity
voices have circulated on TikTok and You-
Tube —many of them sharing political dis-
information. Some major social media com-
panues, including TikTok and YouTube, have
since required labels on some Al content.

President Joe Biden issued an executive
order in October asking that all companies
label such content and directed the Com-
merce Department to develop standards

for watermarking and authenticating Al
content.

Custom Al Tools
As Meta moved to gain a foothold in the Al

NYT

¥
. B

A

race, the company embraced a strategy to
releaseits software codetoresearchers, The
approach, broadly called “opensource”can
speeddevelopmentby givingacademicsand
technologistsaccessto more rawmaterial to
find improvements and develop their own
tools.

When the company released Llama. its
large language model, to select research-
ers in February, the code quickly leaked
onto 4chan. People there used it for differ-
ent ends: They tweaked the code to lower
or eliminate guardrails, creating new
chatbots capable of producing anti-
semitic ideas.

The effort previewed how free-to-use and
open-source Altoolscan betweaked by tech-
nologically savvy users.

“While the model is not accessible to all,
and some have tried to circumvent the ap-
proval process, we believe the current re-
lease strategy allows us to balance respon-
sibility and openness,” a spokesperson for
Meta said in an email.

In the months since, language models
have been developed 1o echo far-right talk-
INg points or to create more sexually ex-
plicit content. Image generators have been
tweaked by 4chan users to produce nude
images or provide racist memes, bypassing
the controls impaosed by larger technology
companies.

The New York Times
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605 new COVID cases: four

deaths in last 24 hours

India logged 605 new cases of COVID-19 in the 24
hours to 8 a.m. on Monday, while the number of
active cases of the infection stood at 4,002, the
Union Health Ministry said. Four deaths — two
from Kerala and one each from Karnataka and
Tripura — had been reported. The number of
daily cases had dropped to double-digits till
December 5, 2023, but cases began to increase
after the new variant JN.1 emerged and cold
weather conditions. After December 5, 841 new
cases were reported on December 31, ofhcial
sources said. Of the total active cases, around
92% are recovering under home isolation. e
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KAVITA BAJELI-pATT @ New Deih Hyderabad.

IVE vears back. a 50-vear-old
woman was diagnosed with ad-
vanced bladder cancer Reluctant
about bladder removal. she opted
for creation of an artificial blad-
der. She underwent chemothera-
pv. followed by surgery and had an
artificial bladder created. Today: the Kerala-
based woman, who completed the treatment
without any complications. remains well and
cancer-free. In another case. a 55 vear-old
Delhi resident who was detected with the
same cancer, robotic surgery was performed
as the disease had not vet spread elsewhere.
The patient was back to daily routines within
two weeks,

New treatment methods like artificial blad-
der created using one's tissues and robotic
SUrgery are improving outcomes and stand-
ard of living. “Nowadays. this 1s done with
robotic surgery, which reduces morbidity of
the procedure. These are advantages in the
current era with new treatment methods like
robatic surgery,” said Dr Ginil Eumar P, pro-
fessor and HOD of Urology, Amrita Hospital,
Kochi.

Bladder cancer is a common tvpe of cancer
detected in both men and women. but its
prevalence is high in men. Though both men
and women can get bladder cancer, it is prev-
alent in men nearly four times more com-
pared to women, with incidence rates of 9.5
per lakh males and 2.4 per lakh females
globally,

“With proper evaluation and early diagno-
515, bladder cancer can be treated complete-
1" said Dr Vimal Dassi, director of depart-
ment of urology, ureo-oncology, robotics and
sidney transplant, Max Healtheare, Vaishali

and Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

Bladder cancer begins in the cells of the
bladder - a hollow muscular organ in the low-

BLADDER CANCER | S .

NEW TECHNIQUES

IMPROVE
TREATMENT
OUTCOME

36 types of cancer, bladder cancer is ranked

“Though smoking increases the chances of

SYMPTOMS

Blood in urine (hematuria) | Fregquent
urination | Pain or burning sensation during
urination |Back or pelvic pain | Urgency to
urinate | Difficulty in urinating

TREATMENT OPTIONS

Surgery- Removal of the tumour or removal
of the entire bladder (cystectomy) in
advanced cases

Chemotherapy | Immunotherapy | Radiation
Therapy | Targeted Therapy

woman. He added that genetic abnormalities
can also cause aggressive bladder cancer.
Other reasons for the disease are advanced
age and exposure to certain chemicals.

“Occupational and environmental expo-
sure, such as tobacco dyes, are the other fac-
tors that could lead to bladder cancer. Those
working as rubber professionals, hairdress-
ers, painters and leather workers are at in-
creased risk of bladder cancer,” added
Dassi.

There are two types of bladder cancer. The
first is non-muscle invasive, in which the tu-
mour is removed via transurethral route us-
ing a cystoscope - endoscopy is done through
the urinary tract - followed by intravesical
therapy.

The second is muscle-invasive bladder can-
cer or metastatic bladder cancer. It is ad-
vanced bladder cancer in which the tumour
has invaded the bladder wall and spread out-
side the bladder. This requires surgery.

“Treatment modalities for urinary blad-
der cancer encompass a range of options tai-
lored to individual cases. These may involve
surgical interventions, chemotherapy, immu-
notherapy and radiation therapy. Selecting a
particular treatment strategy depends on the

While Cisplatin or carboplatin are the
mai;]: chemnt]]}'leram' drugs, there are various
newer drugs and immunomodulatory ager:jts
for advanced cancer cases where patients do
not respond to routine chemotherapy drugs.

“4 sign ificant hreakﬂ'[‘rﬂugh‘ was when the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) ap-
proved Enfortumab vedotin (Padcev) and
Pembrolizumab (Keytruda) on December 15
as newer drugs for first-line treatment for
those in advanced cases,” said Dassi.

However, patients with metastatic bladder
cancer are often elderly and unfit to receive
chemotherapy. In such clinical scenarios, im-
munotherapy such as Atezolizumab/Pem-
brolizumab as monotherapy can be a reason-
able option. “Immunotherapy drugs have
better safety profile than chemotherapy and
can be easily tolerated in patients who are
ineligible for platinum-based chemotherapy,”
said Dr Randeep Singh, senior consultant
and director of medical oncology, Narayana
Super Speciality Hospital, Gurgaon.

“The primary treatment of early urinary
bladder cancer is surgery involving partial
or complete removal of bladder along with
lymph nodes in the same region (radical cys-
tectomy),” said Singh.

*“Robotic surgery offers many advantages
such as reduced blood loss, minor scars,
quicker recovery, improved outcomes and en-
hanced visualisation of the surgical field,
coupled with patient satisfaction in the treat-
ment of bladder cancer,” added Dr Mohan
Keshavamurthy, senior director, Fortis Hos-
pitals, Bengaluru, and chairman, renal sci-
ences specialty council, Fortis Healthcare.

Dr Akash Shah, consultant, urological and
robotic oncoSurgeon, HCG Cancer Center,
Borivali, Mumbai, said vigilance towards
painless blood in urine, frequent urination,
urgency or burning micturition are symp-
toms not to be ignored. “Apart from medical

¢r abdomen that stores urine. As per GLOBO- 17 in incidence and 19 in mortality in India,  bladder cancer, in India, a lot of bl
) / -G : : \ adder can-
CAN 2020, an online database providing glo- “After prostate cancer, bladder cancer is  cer is not directly linked to smoking, and

hal cancer statistics and estimates of commonly found among those above 60
{ years  even non-smokers can get bladder cancer,”
lncidence and mortality in 185 countries for  of age, especially men," said Dassi. a i

stage of cancer, overall health statusand spe-  interventions, lifestyle modifications like
cific patient considerations,” said Dr Satish  quitting smoking, avoiding workplace
I Pawar, senior consultant and head of surgi- irritants and maintaining hydration can
said Ginil, who treated the Kerala-based cal oncology, CARE Hospitals, Banjara Hills, mitigate risks.” '
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Shortness of
breath can be caused by

' heart ailments

Pulmonary edema can occur suddenly in a patient. Insuch
cases<, [t comes with a sudden onset of breathlessness

# Unable to breathe

Most common
symptoms

® Suffocation

# Shortness of breath ¢ Loss of consciousness due to difficulty in breathing
In some cases, pulmonary edema occurs slowly

® The patient may experience difficulty in sleeping # Difficulty walking

ANNA JOSE @ Kochi
ULMONARY edema is a condition most-
ly seen in people who have a history of
heart ailments. It is caused by build-up
of excess fluid in the lungs, making it
difficult to breathe.

“Pulmonary edema is a medical condition
due to sudden fluid accumulation in the lung
air spaces (alveoli). In most cases, this is caused
by heart and kidney diseases. When the heart's
functioning reduces, blood is not pumped
throughout the body (including kidneys) prop-
erly. This leads to backlog fluid accumulation
in the lungs causing pulmonary edema. As
there is excess fluid in the lungs, they cannot
take oxygen, causing severe breathlessness,"
said Dr Anand Kumar V, senior consultant car-
diologist at Lakeshore Hospital.

Coronary artery disease and its conse-
quences like heart attacks and post-attack

sequelae causing reduced heart pumping, is

the commonest cause of pulmonary edema.
The condition can also occur due to another
heart disease like cardiomyopathies (im-
paired heart muscle function) and damage in
heart valves (blocks, leakages etc).

There are two types of pulmonary edema.
"Cardiogenic and non-cardiogenic pulmonary
edema are the two types. Cardiogenic are
those caused by heart diseases, while non-
cardiogenic pulmonary edema is caused by
infections like pneumonia, inhaling toxins
and in rare cases after consuming drugs,” said
Dr Rony Mathew Kadavil, head of the depart-
ment and senior consultant with the depart-
ment of cardiology, Lisie Hospital, Kochi.

| TREATMENT |

THE condition must be treated immediately.

“We have to give oxygen and sedate the pa-
tient. He or she may require high oxvgen
therapy, non-invasive ventilation or even in-
vasive ventilation. However, the treatment

primarily is about treating the cause of the
condition. If the condition is caused by a
heart failure or a cardiac cause, we need to
treat it. If it is due to a valve problem, treat the
valve problem. If it is pneumonia, they are
given antibiotics. The underlying cause must
be treated,” said Rony
The prevalence of pulmonary edema is
high in the aged population. “As we get older;
the chance of reduced functioning of heart
and kidney is high. Thus, the prevalence is
high in the aged population. If the disease is
caused by infections, youngsters will also be
affected,” said Anand. Preventing heart and
kidney diseases by following a healthy life-
stvle, diet and exercises can help. “Regular +
monitoring through BP and diabetes check-
ups are imporiant. In fhe case of heaxt and
kidney diseases, the patient must be given
immediate and effective treatment. If not,
the chances of pulmonary edema are high,
added Anand.

Li]
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SHIVA RAJORA

New Delhi, 8 January
Government-run Emplovees
State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) has been consistently
leading in providing social-
security benefits by formalis-
ing the workforce in the organ-
i1sed sector.

This has happened with
high growth in coverage in
recent vears as compared to
the Emplovees Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO),
shows the government data.

ESIC offers the primary
government scheme that pro-
vides socio-economic protec-
tion against sickness, disable-
ment, and death, and in the
case of maternity if there is a
work-related injury to employ-
ees, whereas the EPFO focuses
on pension benefits to organ-
ised-sector subscribers.

While ESIC is mandated to
cover all organisations with a
minimum of 10 workers and
those earning up to 321,000 a

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

month, the EPFO is required
10 cover organisations with at
least 20 workers.

While the number of fresh
registrations under ESIC dur-
ing April-October increased
marginally by 0.1 per cent this
financial year, that under the
EPFO declined 8.4 during the
same time period, a Business
Standard analysis of the latest
data released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) shows.

T

“The data reveals the num-
ber of newly registered

employees and contributing -

under ESIC rose marginally to
10.12 million between April
and October in FY24, as com-
pared to 10.11 million in the
same period a year ago.

In contrast, the number of
new subscribers under the
EPFO fell to 6.7 million this year
from 7.3 million in the previous

year during the same period.

HOLDING FORT

Total new subcribers BESIC ®EPFO (in mn)

FY22

296 [ 21

Similarly in FY22 and FY23,
the pace of growth in new sub-
scribers under ESIC stood at
29.6 per cent and 12.5 per cent,
respectively, as compared to
27.1 per cent and 5.8 per cent,
respectively, under the EPFO.

The data also shows the
share of new women sub-

- scribers under ESIC increased

marginally t020.8 percent (2.11
million) in April-October this

year from 19.1 per cent (1.93

—Y-0-Y growth rate (%)

377 S
(April-0ct)

million) in the same period
previous year, reflecting better
coverage of the female workers
in the workforce. Meanwhile,
the number of new young sub-
scribers belonging to the 18-28
age group declined to 6.22 mil-
lion from 6.31 million in the
period under consideration.
Recently, the labour min-
istry said the ESI scheme
extended to 611 districts in 36

states and Union Territories

ESIC Ileads EPFO in workforce formalisation

with a network of 161 hospitals
and 1,574 dispensaries and the
number of insured persons
stood at 37.2 million, providing

social security to more than
120 million beneficiaries.

“The ESIC is actively
improving medical infrastruc-
ture, with the number of med-
ical colleges increased to 8§,
MBBS seats increased to 950,
and MD/MS seats increased to
275,” the statement said.

KR Shyam Sundar, adjunct
professor, Management
Development Institute (MDI),
said ESIC provided certain tan-
gible benefits to its subscribers
as soon as they registered
themselves.

“Unlike the EPFO, which is

- a pension body and has a long

gestation period as well, ESIC
builds and creates infrastruc-
ture like hospitals and dispen-
saries at the grassroots. So the
thrust is on bringing more peo-
ple within its ambit and that
may explain the higher growth

in its subscribers,” he added. ,



29.000 firms, ¥44,000-crore GS'I" evasion
exposed in fake invoice crackdown

we——
Shishir Sinha
New Delh

The Finance Ministry has re-
ported that over 29,000 fake
firms were identified and over
344,000 crore of GST tax eva-
sion detected in a nationwide
drive over 7 months.

The Ministry disclosed the
results of a special drive to
identfv non-existent/bogus
registrations and issue fake in-
voices without any underlving
and services.

last vear. “A total of 29,273
bogus firms involved in sus-
pected ITC evasion of ¥44,015
crore have been detected. This
has saved 4,646 crore of
which 33,802 crore isbyblock-
ing of ITC and X844 crore is by
way of recovery. So far, 121 ar-
rests have been made in the
cases,” a finance ministry
statement said.

SPECIAL DRIVE

All Central and State tax ad-

ministrations launched a spe-

cial All-India Drive on May 16,

2023, to detect suspicious/fake
~ GSTINs, conduct requisite
 verification, and take further
' remedial action to weed out
. fake billers from the GST eco-
- system and safeguard govern-
. ment revenue. Based on de-

tailed data analytics and risk

fraudulent GSTINs for State

[l R
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and Central Tax authorities in
It was planned that details

of such identified suspicious
GSTINs, jurisdiction-wise,
would be shared with the con-

.-2rmed State/Central Tax ad-

ministration to initiate a veri-
fication drive and conduct
necessary action. If, after de-
tailed verification, it is found
that the taxpayer is non-exist-
ent and fictitious, action will
be initiated for suspension and
cancellation of the taxpayer’s
registration. Further, the mat-
ter may be examined for block-
ing the input tax credit in the
Electronic Credit Ledger. Ef-
forts will also be taken to
identify the recipients to
whom such non-existing tax-
payers have passed the input
tax credit and to identify the
mastermind and act.

The statement further ad-
ded that in the quarter ending
December, over 4,000 bogus
firms that involved suspected
ITC evasion of around
£12,000 crore were detected.

- available as per

The Government has taken
various measures to
strengthen the GST registra-
tion process. Pilot projects of
biometric-based Aadhar au-
thentication at registration
have been launched in Gu-
jarat, Puducherry and Andhra
Pradesh.

Besides, the Government
has moved to curtail evasion of
tax through measures such as
sequential filing of GST re-
turns, system-generated in-
timation for reconciliation of
the gap in tax liability in
GSTR-1 & GSTR- 3B returns
and the gap between ITC
GSTR-2B &
ITC availed in GSTR-3B re-
turns, use of data analyticsand
risk parameters for detection
of fake ITC, etc., the statement

added.

Fake invoice means no real
supply of goods or services but
simply invoice issuance, which
is used fraudulently to avail in-
put tax credit (ITC). Unscru-
pulous elements misuse the
identity of other persons to
obtain fake/ bogus registration
under GST to defraud the gov-
ernment. Such fake/non-
genuine registrations are used
to fraudulently pass on input
tax credits tounscrupulous re-
cipients by issuing invoices
without any underlying supply

of goods or services or

Fake registrations and issu-
ance of invoices for
passing off fake ITC have be-
come a serious problem, as
fraudulent people engage in
dubious and complex transac-
tions, causing revenue loss to
the Government.

(
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28% GST: SCissues notice to Centre,
DGGI on plea by online gaming firms

Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Monday issued notices to the
Centre and the Directorate
General of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax Intelligence
(DGGI) on a plea filed by on-
line gaming companies chal-
lenging the levy of 28 per cent
Goods and Service Tax (GST)
on all forms of online real-
money gaming. However, it

TAX DEMAND NOTICE. Last month, the Finance Ministry
informed the Rajya Sabha that 71 show-cause notices involving
GST to the tune of over ¥1.12-lakh crore have been issued to \

did not stay the notices. online gaming companies dur ing FY23 and FY24 istockeroTo
Hearing petitions filed by | G | -- _
Play Games 24 7 Private Lim-  spective GST demand is not  ing are leviable to a GST rate

ited and others, a bench of

Chief Justice of India DY
Chandrachud with
~ Justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra sought re-

yet determined under the

provisions of CGST Act,
2017,” Minister of State in
Finance Ministry , Pankaj
‘Chaudhary said in a written

of 28 per cent and recom-
mended to carry out amend-
ments in the law to remove
any ambiguity.

In the 51st GST Council |

sponse from the govern- reply. meeting held on August 2, a /
ment. Another matter 1is GST on online gaming has  few States requested that the |
pending before the Court as  been a contentious issue.  matter be reconsidered and |
Centre appealed against Earlier, online gaming com-  after detailed discussion, the

Karnataka High Court stay-
ing notice to GamesKraft.
The High Court ruling has
been stayed.

NOTICES ISSUED

Last month, Finance Min-
istry informed the Rajya
Sabha that 71 show-cause no-
tices involving GST to the
tune of over ¥1.12-lakh crore
have been issued to online
__gaming companies during
- financial years 2022-23 and
- 2023-24 (up to October
_ 2023). “As these notices are

. pending adjudication, the re-

panies supplying actionable
claims were levying GST at
the rate of 18 per cent on plat-
form fees ranging from 5-20
per cent of the full-face value,
disputing the 28 per cent levy
on actionable claims in the
form of betting and gambling
supplied in online gaming be-
fore various legal fora.

ACTIONABLE CLAIMS

However, GST Council, in its
meeting dated July 11, re-
commended that actionable
claims supplied in casino,
horse racing, and online gam-

GST Council decided to con-
tinue with its earlier recom- |
mendation.” Later law was
amended and then there was
spurt in issuance of show-
cause notices. Though the
government said that amend-
ments in law are clarificatory
in nature and it has always
maintained that 28 per cent
rate is applicable from July 1,
2017, but online gaming com-
panies alleged that amend-
ment in law is retrospective
in nature and accordingly
show cause notices have been
issued.
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‘Individual income inequality fell during FY14-22" -

FLAWED THEORY. The SBI Research report debunks K-shaped recovery and underscores how the Indian economy is performing well

—
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Individual income inequality
has significantly declined dur-
ing FY14-FY22 because of a
“great migration” at the bot-
tom of the pyramuid, even as
individual’s weighted mean
income has risen from ¥3.1
lakh o ¥11.6 lakh during
FY14-FY21,

. SBI's economic research de-

?

partment 'ERD).
The Gini coefficient estim-
ated using ITR (Income Tax

| Return) data on the taxable
| income of individuals shows

. that individual income in-
' equality has significantly de-
| clined from 0472 to 0.402

I

during FY14-FY22, per an

| ERD report.

This co-efficient measures

| inequality on a scale from 0 to
| 1, with higher values indicat-
. ing higher inequality.

Based on trends in ITR fil-
ing, the ERD assessed that
36.3 per cent of individual ITR

according to -

filers belonging to the lowest
income group in FY14 have
left the lowest income group
and shifted upwards, result-
ing in 21.1 per cent more in-
come for such individuals
during FY14-FY21.

INCOME DISPARITY
Further, the income disparity
of people
¥3.5 lakh has declined from
31.8 per cent to 15.8 per
cent during FY14-FY2l, in-
dicating that the share of this
income group in total income
in comparison to their popu-
lation has increased by 16 per
cent.

The ERD said top 2.5 per
cent of taxpayer’s contribu-

‘tion in income has declined

from 2.81 per cent to 2.28 per
cent during FY14-FY21
“There is a palpable change
in the income pattern of
MSMEs too, reflecting the
changing contours of in-
dustry and services as the
formalisation drive brings
more entities into the net.

earning less than |

AR P

POSITIVE OUTLOOK, ERD has projected the weighted mean
income for FY22 to be in the range of ¥12.5 lakh to ¥13 lakh

L

Around 19.5 per cent of major
micro-sized firms have been
able to shift their income up-
wards, classifying them into
small, medium, and large-
sized firms,” Soumya Kanti
Ghosh, Group Chief Eco-
nomic Adviser, SBI, said.
Outof these, 4.8 per cent of
firms have transitioned them-
selves into small firms,

around 6.1 per cent of firms
have transitioned into me-
dium-sized firms, and around
9.3 per cent of firms have
transitioned into large-sized
firms.

This clearly indicates
MSME units are getting big-
ger and getting integrated
into larger value chains with
initiatives like PLI (pro-

ductivity-linked incentive),
Ghosh said. Based on the
trends, SBI's ERD has projec-
ted the weighted mean in-
come for FY22 to come in the
range of T12.5 lakh to 13
lakh.

Ghosh observed that the
weighted mean income rep-
resents a more nuanced and
granular barometer of the in-
crease in income within spe-
cific income brackets and
their contribution to the
overall increase.

Mean income would shoot
up if income was increasing
along any bucket (upper,
middle, or lower), but
weighted mean income would
increase more when the con-
tribution of each income
group was increasing towards
total income growth, he
added.

RECOVERY THEORY

Ghosh emphasised that the
oft-repeated conundrum de-
bating a K-shaped recovery
post-pandemic seems at best

flawed, prejudiced, ill-con-
cocted, and fanning interests
of select quarters towhom In-
dia’s remarkable ascendance,
signalling more the renais-
sance of the new global south,
is quite unpalatable.

que npigeﬂd that the pat-
terns emanating from income
(and its disposable part), sav-
ings, consumption, expendit-
ure, and policy measures

"aimed at empowering the

masses through phygital
means and Support systems,
by way of a host of enablers,
question the efficacy of using
age-old proxies like low 2-
wheeler sales or ented
land holdings to support
some pre-destined narratives
of India not doing well.
Ghosh said that post-pan-
demic, the sales figures of 2-
wheelers could reflect house-
holds reconfiguring their sav-
ings towards physical assets
(real estate) and a not-too-
small buyer percentage shift-
ing to used/entry-level cars
(substitution effect). Further,

tractor sales, another rural re-
silience indicator, have been
quite gung-ho recently.

“There have been Inter-
group and Intra-group trans-
itions happening In two-
wheeler and four-wheeler
segments. In the Inter-group
transition, people are buying
expensive motorcycles and
cars than what they have
bought earlier.

“Under the intra-group
transition, two-wheelers are
being considered giffen goods
with the rise in income, and
people are substituting two-
wheelers for the four-wheel-
ers, he said.

The ERD assessed that
post-pandemic there has
been a two-way shift between
savings channelised into
physical assets from financial
assets in consonance with the
global trend to take advantage
of lower interest rates.

However, recent data show
that in India, there has been a
shift towards financial assets
since 2023 onwards.
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PERDA calls for tax breaks on NPS contributions under new tax regime |-

E=
KR Srivats

MNew Delh

Pension regulator PFRDA has
urged the Finance Mini STV 1O
consider allowing tax breaks
deductions under the new tax
regime for contributions
made by employees towards
their NPS account, which has
now become the default
SVstem.

TAX BREAKS
Providing tax breaks for NPS
contributions — akin to the
Sec 80C deduction providedin
the old tax regime —would
boost savings for retirement
and is a must if India has to
evolve into a pensioned soci-
ewﬂtePensmnFundRegulaI
oryand
EE(PFRDA)lmsmhmnmdm
Finance Ministry in its
budget wishlist.

BUDG!T W’ISI-&LIST Prwldmg tax reaks for NPS cnntrlbutmns
will boost savings for retirement and is a must if India were to evolve
into a pensioned society, the PFRDA has submitted to the FinMin

md.'lhsmeasureafallmg

tax break for NPS contribu-
tions could always be taken
forward in the full-fledged

budget expected to be
velledmluneurhﬂyzﬂgi
theysaid.

Even today, several de-
veloped countries allow tax
breaks for voluntary pension
account contributions, it was
pointed out. India is aiming to
be a developed country by
2047 and is looking to scale up
its flagship pension pro-
grammes — the National Pen-
sion System and the Atal Pen-

sion Yojana.

Already, NPS, which started
its journey in 2004 initially
with new ent recruits
as a defined contribution
scheme, has grown to touch
the level of nearly ¥11-lakh
crore, largely bolstered by the
enhanced partici];lmtinn of
private sector em and
individuals. In gﬂm as
many as a million new non-
government subscribers en-
rolled in the NPS. PFRDA has,

- for the current fiscal, set its

sights on enrolling 13 lakh new

subscribers from the non-gov-
ernment segment.

In Budget 2020, the Centre
introduced a new income tax
regime wherein tax slabs were
altered and taxpayers were
offered concessional tax rates.
However, several exemptions
and deductions, such as 80C,
80D, HRA, and LTA, were all
done away with under the new
regime. The removal of these
deductions had led to only a
few takers for the new tax
regime.

To enco taxpayers to
adopt the new regime, several
changes were introduced in
Budget 2023 last year. The new
regime was also made the de-
fault system.

While the previous tax
structure encouraged taxpay-
€rs to get into the habit of sav-
ing, the new tax regime sought
to favour employees with

lower
ments, resulting in fewer de-
ductionsand exemptions.
Under the old regime, there
were over 70 exemptions and

|
|

|

deductions available, includ- |

ing LTA and HRA, and this
would have helped reduce tax-

able income and lower tax pay- |

ments. The most popular Sec-
ton 80C deduction allowed
for a reduction of taxable in-
comeuptoI1.5lakh.

PARITY WITH PF
PFRDA has also, in its budget

wish list, made a case for level |

playing field as regards tax
treatment between Corporate
contributions to NPS and

Provident Fund in respect of

employees.

Currently; the tax-exempt |
contribution is capped at 10 |
percent for NPS and 12 per- |

cent for PF, sources said.

%
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Time wﬂl tellif the return of Rohit,
Kohli to T20 foldis a prudent one

—

MADHU JAWALI
BENGALURU, DHNS

ith everystep forward,
‘ ;‘ Tlndian selectors ap-
pear to take two steps
backward thus restoring the
status quo. The latest one is
accommodating Rohit Shar-
ma and Virat Kohli in the T20]I
squad for the three-match se-
nes against Afghanistan.

Whether by design or hap-
penstance, theveteran duowas
kept out of the T20I scheme of
. things for more than a year fol-
. lowing India’s loss to England
~in the T20 World Cup semifi-
| nal in November 2022. In the
meantime, Hardik Pandya led
the side, and when he got in-
jured Suryakumar Yadav was
handed the reins in the last
| two T20I series (vs Australia
| athomeand vs South Africain
awayrubber).

Yes, both Hardik and Surya
are not available now duetoin-
juriesand RuturajGayakwadis
~ yet to recover after sustaining
a broken finger on the tour of
South Africa. But there was
no crying need to summon
the services of Rohit and Kohli
as India have enough batting
depth when it comes to limit-

ed-overs cricket. However, the
decision to include the two in
the ultra-abridged version has
alarger import: the two white-
ball greats want to have one
final shot at World Cup glory
(T20 World Cup in June) and
the Ajit Aagarkar-led selec-
tion committee has obliged.
A lot will also depend on their
performance in the upcoming
Indian Premier Leaguebutthe
message is clear that the cur-
rent and former captains are
very much back in India’s T20
set-up.

Since the heart-breaking
defeat in the T20 WC semifi-
nal, Rohithasbeen vocal about
the need to change the batting
approach at the top of the or-
der. He thought India were too
conservative in a format that
demanded a fearless game.,
With even Test cricketembrac-
ing aggressive batting, India’s
T20 game was a far cry from
what the rest of the world has
moved on to. Rohit walked the
talk during the ODI World Cup
and scored 597 runs at a strike
rate of nearly 126, the highest
among Indian batters with a
minimum score of 50 for the
tournament. Overall, he was
only behind Glenn Maxwell

CRICKET

Aright call or aregressive move?

(150.37), Heinrich Klaasen
(133) and Travis Head (127) for
batters with a minimum score
0f200. There is an impression
that he could be as impactful
at the T20 WC but what about
Kohli?
Hewasgreatduring the ODI
World Cup but the format and
Rohit’s brisk starts allowed
him to play the game he is ad-
ept at. Does the present-day
T20 style grant him the same
luxury? His stats in the short-

tﬂ \

est format are excellent (M:
115, Runs; 4008, HS: 122*,
Avg: 52.73,SR:137.96,100s: 1,
50s: 37) but most of those runs
came when T20 wasn't played
the way it is today. Kohli isn’t
a power-hitter in the mould of
GlennMaxwell nor does he ma-
nipulate the field like Suryaku-
mar; 5o, on the slow pitches of
the Caribbean, would he find it
hard to manufacture big shots?
Evidence suggests so, but then
how canyou pick Rohitand not

- : | 3 Ty lh-r i i . . \ 5 :
111& return of Rohlt Shan'na (left) and Virat Kohli is a clear signal thatthe veteran dun is in theracefora place
| inthe squad for the T20 World Cup in June. arp

Kohli? The stalwarts come in
a package, so prudence be

So where does that leave
Tilak Verma who offers a
left-handed option in the mid-
dle-order? Will Rinku Singh's
spot be certain as a finisher, a
job he has done with aplomb
so far? Can Shubman Gill and
Shreyas Iyer feel secure about
their places in the playing XI?
What message is being con-
veyed to those who have been

tried, and proven their mettle |

since the last T20 WC?

India may or may not win
this year's T20 World Cup but
the step is regressive irrespec-
tive. Thishasonce againunder-
lined the fact that India can’t
getrid of superstar-syndrome.

You can’t fault players for want- |

ing to play but that’s why we
have paid selectors whose job
is to make tough calls without
considering reputations and
the repercussions thereafter.
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Young Indians win
men'sand women's

10m Air Pistol events
at Asian Qualifiers

B 4

JAKARTA, PTI

oung Indian shooters

Varun Tomar and Esha

Singh on Monday se-
cured two Olympic quota
places for the country with
gold medals in the men’s and
women's 10m Air Pistol events
of the Asian Qualifiers here.

The duo’s qualification took
the total number of Indian
shooters bound for Paris to 15,
equalling the highest-ever tally
thatwasachieved in the Tokyo
Games.

India can add more to the
group headed for the Gamesin
July-August thisyear when the
remaining qualifiers are held.

India secured six medals on
Monday, including two team
golds, at the continental event.

The 20-year-old Tomar shot
239.6 1n the final to claim the
top position, while Arjun Chee-
ma won the silver medal with
a score of 237.3. Mongolia’s
Davaakhuu Enkhtaivan (217.2)
won the bronze medal.

Earlier, Tomar (586), Chee-
ma (579) and Ujpawal Malik
(575)shotatotal of 1740 towin
the 10m air pistol team gold,
while Iran and Korea claimed

the silver and bronze medals
respectively.

Varun, Esha seal Oly quota

l-yer-ld Esha ingh grabbed the gold ith ascoreof 243.1

inthe women’s 10m Air Pistol event. pTi FILE PHOTO

Tomar, a former junior
world champion, is the cous-
in of Tokyo Olympian Sau-
rabh Chaudhary, who won a
gold medal in the 2018 Asian
Games.

“It helped that I had some-
one like Saurabh to take
guidance from as [ don’t have
anyone in the family who is a
shooter,” Tomar, who comes
from a farming family, told
PTI.

The 18-year-old Esha then
grabbed the gold in the wori-
en’sevent withascore of 243.1.
The silver went to Pakistan’s
Kishmala Talat (236.3), while
the bronze was grabbed by
Esha’s compatriot Rhythm
Sangwan (214.5). The 21-year-
old Talat also earned a quota
for the Paris Games, becoming
the third Pakistani shooter to
achieve the feat.

Esha, Rhythm and Surbhi
Rao also won the team gold

medal with a combined score
of17.36.

Esha is a world champion-
ship gold-medallist in the 10m
air pistol mixed team and 25m
pistol team events.

Atotal of 16 quota places for
the Paris Olympics are avail-
able at the continental show-
piece here.

The 10m air pistol events
for men and women have four
quotas on offer with a maxi-
mum of three for the Indian
shooters.

As many as 385 athletes
from 26 countriesare inaction
atthe Senayan Shooting Range
in Jakarta for 256 medals (84
gold, 84 silver and 88 bronze
medals), besides the Paris
quotas.

Ahead of this tournament,
India had won 13 Olympic
quota placesinshooting across
rifle, pistol and shotgun disci-
plines.
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VER the last week, the Indian
electronic media has been
digging deeper to unravel
some significant nuances of
international geopolitics
which ordinarily do not sur-
face. The media is suddenly
talking of an apparent return of global
terror. There are likely signs that a ‘sec-
ond cycle of global terror’ is upon the
world. The earlier we realise it. the faster
will the countermeasures be taken to
neutralise a potential catastrophe.

What is this all about? The way I ex-
plain it is that from the end of the Cold
War till 911, there was a period of devel-
opment of global terror It was relatively
unorganised; finances were yet meagre
and ideologies were not fully set. Such
trends do emerge after long international
standoffs of the kind the Cold War was
and the results are mostly unpredictable.
In this period between 1989 and 2001, in-
ternational networking between terror
groups was a challenge because commu-
nication was not easy, nor was movement
of money or recruitment because passage
of information too was limited.

The internet changed much. The 9/11
bombings set the pace and demonstrated
the truly transnational nature of terror-
ism once modern communication tech-
nologies reached an optimum level. With
the information and communication rev-
olution, it was so much simpler to make
ideologies go viral, cultivate young minds
and draw out the passion from young men
and women who were inclined to be mis-
led by the false idea of romanticism at-
tached to violence.

From an academic angle, the pre-global
age of terror was from 1969 to 2001. There-
after, terror’s first cycle commenced and
lasted till 2020. It became even bigger
when the US entered Iraq in 2003 and pro-
liferated beyond just Al Qaeda, which was
the progenitor of trans-national terror.
Some may argue that Japanese, Italian,
German and Irish terror groups pre-dated
this. No doubt they did, yet none had the
international footprint to paralyse the
world in the Al Qaeda way. Perhaps, had

technologies been available, their abili-
ties to take this beyond would have been

unimaginable,

The first cycle started with the Twin
'lbwersatmdmfs/llandreapheditsm-
nith in 2014-17 when the Islamic State (IS)
or Daesh executed its reign of terror in
the Middle East, demonstrating an ability
to go conventional in warfighting strate-
g% acts of terrorism. The first
of its effects was the mass migration to
Europe initiated by Syria’s implosion,
with immigrants attempting to merge

The Cold War's end presaged an age of global terror.
The 9/11 attacks unleashed the next cycle. A number of
current events are pointing to the next one

THE FIGHT AGAINST
THE NEXT CYCLE
OF GLOBAL TERROR
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unsuccessfully into various nations. This
was accompanied by an impetus to North
nean, resulting in the IS being able to pen-
etrate some key European cities, estab-
lish strong networks there and create a
fear psychosis among local populations.
Right-wing ideologies rose across Europe
due to the backlash from the migrations
whig erwaeﬁ? t{:fet;lzeg:les a result of the
pro n terror
: O‘m _ in a short
was wi defeat of the IS at Mosul
in 2018—after a hard demonstration of
grinding urban warfare by the Iraqi
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tempted to find moorings in Marawi in
the Philippines, but was defeated there
too. It tried the same unsuccessfully in In-
donesia and finally settled on finding op-
tions in South Asia. ,_ _

The April 21, 2019 Easter bombings in
Sri Lanka had its roots in Southern India,
where many efforts were afoot to find se-
cure ground for the IS.W 1nt§l§:
ligence agencies, already well-blooded
the experience of 26/11 and its aftermath,
did not allow the IS the space to create an
adequately base in India. Al-
though it remains in existence, as is evi-
dent from the recent discovery of a car
bomb in Coimbatore, the IS has primarily

shifted focus to sanctuaries in Northern

Afshanlstan,whemr::gtglohalan%m-
gional terror groups had gravitated dur-
ing the Coronavirus pandemic. »

mic changed the world geo-
%ﬁ?ﬁfmom than it is credited for.
'l;‘grmr groups went silent, international

4 movement stalled. Except for
Eh?il_f;?lanlsm'f’akism mglons tTE.I]-
snational terror saw a downturn. When
the Ukraine war hit the world, global ter-
ror had drastically subsided to levels
where one could presume the virtual end
of that cycle. The indications for a second
cycle started to reveal just as the US with.
drew its forces from Afghanistan in Au-
gust 2021 and a hunt for space commenced
between various terror groups.

International terror groups were una-
ble to find the means for revival as radica]
sentiment took a back seat in the fight for
survival during the pandemic; the eco-
nomics did not facilitate it either Just as
the Taliban took the initiative in 2022 to
reverse its relationship with Pakistan’s
ISI, the Afghanistan-Pakistan region saw
more terrorist attacks, a rising tide of
radicalism and increase in network traf-
fics. The eastern Nangarhar province was
the main concentration. Then Hamas Is-
rael war opened the gates for a greater
spread of radical ideology, through an
awakening among the terror groups that
were lying low

In recem days, we have withessed the
Houthis of Yemen attempting to demon-
strate their presence and relevance in the
Red Sea. Hezbollah, with its huge army of
sub-conventional fighters in South Leba-
non, is inching towards a greater confron-
tation with Israel. The proxies of various
nations are active in the Levant, while
Iran itself has been hit by a terror attack
at Kerman that caused 89 fatalities. Soma-
lian pirates, taking advantage of the fast-
changing situation, may also be riding the
bandwagon to make a buck and demon-
strate their threat capability A sudden
increase in drug trafficking and clandes-
tine drone flights to rebuild caches in J&K
is also trending. .

All these are early signs of the potential

ise of groups who would like to gain sig-
nificance. In Europe, where things have
been relatively quiet, the Hamas-Israel
war is stoking passion on both sides of the
divide. The potential return of lone-wolf
attacks always remains live. Before long,
an all-out, long-term second cycle of glo-
bal terror could well be stoked if a big
event is successfully executed. The world
has to wake up to the dangers of this, Iiv
crease public awareness, sharpen mtejglf'
gence, do deep dives into the vatvealt.heat
social media data and be ready to def

this phenomenon. Is there stomach for

such action? That is a different analysis

for the future. : : 'La:m)_
__.-‘1:.
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Anindictmentof
Gujarat government

he S}Jpreme Court’s order striking down the
remission granted to 11 men convicted in the

A Bilkis Bano gangrape case of 2002 isa blow for
justice and anindictment of the Gujarat government,
which had ordered their release. It also exposes many
lea_ders ofthe ruling party and others who had sought
to justify the release of the convicts on the most spu-
rious and unconvincing grounds. The judgement has
corrected amajor miscarriage of justice about which
the nation had to be ashamed of. The Gujarat govern-
ment’s decision to release the convicts had shaken the
nation’sconscience justasthe gangrape of Bilkis Bano
hz}d. She had got justice only after a long legal battle
'_mth the support of the Supreme Court. She has won
it now also only from the court. The course of justice s
notalways easy, butithas prevailed. Justice BV Naga-
rathna, who pronounced the judgement with Justice
Ujjal Bhuyan, said the law had to be guided by justice.

The court struck down the remission on legal
and technical grounds, as it found that the Govern-
ment of Gujarat, where the offence had taken place,

was not the competent authority

to take the decision on remission.
The trial took place in Maharash-
tra, where the Supreme Court had
shifted it, and the court ruled thatit
was the Maharashtra government
that could take this decision. The
convicts were released from jail
on August 15, 2022. The court said
that the Supreme Court order of
May 13, 2022, which directed the

Gujarat government to decide the
remission as per the 1992 remission
policy, was obtained by fraud and supp ression of facts.
It remarked that the exercise of power by the Gujarat
government is an instance of usurpation and abuse
of power.

While the court relied on the legal infirmity of the
remission, it shows how wrongand unethical the Gu-
jarat government’s decision was. It was clearly a po-
litical decision in line with the Gujarat govern ment’s
policy, whichbecame clearin many cases, of shielding

the accused in the 2002 riots cases and supporting the
convicts. It should be noted that the government took
the decision even as declarations of respect for wom-
en and support for women's rights were being made
from the Red Fortin Delhi. The court’scommentsare
pertinentin this context: “A womandeserves respect.

Can heinous crimes against women permit remis-
sion? These are the issues which arise.” The court has
ordered that the released convicts be sent back to jail
within two weeks. They may have the option to apply
to the Maharashtra government for remission. That
may be the final test of justice for Bilkis Bano.
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